appointing and appears to me to be a replication of the International Association for the Study of Pain classification. The early chapters on Foundations are brief with several figures taken directly from Wall and Melzack's 4th Edition of Textbook of Pain. To this reviewer these chapters add little to the overall text.
As with many multi-author books there is repetition, fortunately not too conflicting. I noticed two significant typographical errors when reviewing the references, and as one of them is a well-known Australian researcher it stood out: "Bogdick N", should be "Bogduk N". The other was the misspelling of the world famous Canadian psychologist as "Melzoch R". It should of course be "Melzack R", pages 213 and 215.
I was surprised at the lack of a reference to the Quebec taskforce in the very organic chapter discussing Differential Diagnosis and Management of Cervical Spine Pain. In fact the most recent reference in that chapter dates back to 1989.
In the penultimate section of the book there are a series of chapters on pain and medicolegal issues which, while interesting, have only passing relevance to the Australian reader.
Although this Third Edition is a major improvement on the Second Edition, I still would not recommend it for a personal library, but the odd one or two good chapters may persuade some department libraries to buy it.
R This work sets out to be an up-to-date manual and reference for those of us who are medical specialists of one sort or another, but not of Transfusion Medicine. The editors of this publication are all from well-known University Medical Schools in the United States of America. (University of Pennsylvania, Emory Medical School Atlanta, and Harvard Medical School). They have styled the book in such a way that it remains useable as both a comprehensive textbook, as well as a "manual" designed for quick reference, for use by "Non-Transfusion Medicine Specialists". Presented as an A4 format, hardbound text of nearly 400 pages, it is more than a pocket manual.
Inevitably, although it reads and feels like a com-prehensive textbook, this approach has led to concise summary of topics, and those of us in the area of anaesthesia and or intensive care may find chapters such as the ones on Acute Bleeding and Massive Transfusion distressingly brief and superficial. For me, the greatest omission is that there is scant discussion of the appropriate indications for the use of red cell products, ("transfusion triggers") for individual patients, and most importantly how to avoid over-use of blood products. In addition, the Section on Quality Assurance could receive greater prominence, given the propensity of Human Error to produce some of the most frequent and most disastrous morbidity and mortality associated with transfusion.
Another familiar problem to Australian readers is that of regional differences in the practice of Transfusion Medicine, and it needs to be remembered that this remains an American publication, written about their practice and for their readership. Perhaps this work's greatest strength is that it presents in a comprehensive yet concise manner an overview of Transfusion Medicine as a whole, and from a very clinical perspective. Thus it serves a very useful purpose in filling a gap between the major comprehensive texts of Transfusion Medicine, and those of Anaesthesia, and Intensive Care. Provided it is referred to (particularly by trainees) with the understanding that core areas of our specialty need to be covered in far greater depth, it will provide an easy-to-read reference of the contemporary clinical practice of Transfusion Medicine. As such it is worth looking at with a view to getting a copy for the shelf of your department library.
R. RAY Ballarat Anaesthetic Group, Ballarat, Victoria This book is aimed to assist candidates prepare for the English Primary FRCA. The syllabus for this exam is a hybrid of Australian Primary and Fellowship topics; clinical anaesthesia, ethics, equipment, anatomy, measurement, statistics, physiology
